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EXPLANATORY  NOTE 


Great  Britain  is  engaged  in  a  war  from  which,  as  we  believe, 
there  was  offered  to  our  nation  no  honourable  way  of  escape. 
The  desire  of  all  who  love  their  country  is  to  serve  it  in  the 
hour  of  its  need,  and  so  to  live  and  labour  that  those  who  have 
fallen  in  its  service  may  not  have  died  in  vain.  While  this 
may  suffice  to  make  immediate  duty  clear,  the  war  remains 
in  the  deepest  sense  a  challenge  to  Christian  thought.  The 
present  bitter  struggle  between  nations  which  for  centuries 
have  borne  the  Christian  name  indicates  some  deep-seated 
failure  to  understand  the  principles  of  Christ  and  to  apply 
them  to  human  affairs. 

This  series  of  papers  embodies  an  attempt  to  reach,  by  com- 
mon thought,  discussion  and  prayer,  a  truer  understanding 
of  the  meaning  of  Christianity  and  of  the  mission  of  the 
Church  to  the  individual,  to  society  and  to  the  woiid. 

Those  who  are  promoting  the  issue  of  these  papers  are 
drawn  from  different  political  parties  and  different  Christian 
bodies.  They  believe  that  the  truth  they  seek  can  be  attained 
only  by  providing  for  a  measure  of  diversity  in  expression. 
Therefore  they  do  not  accept  lesponsibility  for  the  opinions 
of  any  paper  taken  alone.  But  in  spirit  they  are  united, 
for  they  are  one  in  the  conviction  that  in  Christ  and  in  His 
Gospel  lies  the  hope  of  redemption  and  health  for  society  and 
for  national  life. 
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It  was  not  a  German  philosopher  who  first  conceived 
the  superman ;  he  was  the  constant  dream  of  the  Hebrew 
prophets.  When  they  looked  out  upon  the  world  with 
its  confusion,  oppression,  and  poverty,  they  saw  that  what 
was  chiefly  needed  was  a  Man  ;  but  they  recognized  that 
he  would  have  to  be  such  a  man  as  the  race  had  not  yet 
produced,  specially  endowed  with  wisdom  and  knowledge 
and  with  a  capacity  of  will  and  power  equal  to  his  thought 
and  desire.  All  down  the  ages  dreamers  and  reformers 
had  longed  for  such  a  man — a  combination  of  king  and 
philosopher,  conqueror  and  redeemer,  divine  hero  and 
human  saviour.  Where  the  Hebrew  prophets  differ  from 
the  philosophers,  both  ancient  and  modern,  is  in  their 
conception  of  the  type  of  man  he  would  be  and  the  process 
that  would  produce  him. 

The  Hebrew  idea  itself  underwent  a  gradual  develop- 
ment. At  first  we  get  the  picture  of  a  mighty  prince 
endowed  with  supernatural  powers,  and  able  to  destroy 
his  enemies  with  the  breath  of  his  lips  ;  then  of  a  ruler 
filled  with  knowledge  and  wisdom  for  the  righting  of  the 
wrong  and  the  championship  of  the  oppressed  ;  then  of 
a  man  who  would  be  like  the  shadow  of  a  great  rock  in 
a  weary  land,  and  a  refuge  from  the  storms  of  life  ;  lastly 
of  one  endowed  with  the  capacity  for  taking  upon  himself 
the  sins  and  sufferings  of  the  world,  healing  the  world  by 
his  pains,  saving  the  world  by  bearing  its  iniquities.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  conception  grows  more  tender  and 
human  as  it  develops,  until  it  finds  glory  and  strength  in 
what  men  have  despised  and  rejected.    It  was  recognized 
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that  such  a  man  would  have  to  be  the  direct  work  of 
God.  He  must  be  as  pre-eminent  in  piety  as  in  wisdom  ; 
he  must  realize  that  all  his  power  and  authority  came 
from  above  ;  indeed  he  would  have  to  be  in  some  sort 
a  manifestation  of  what  God  Himself  is. 

It  is  the  Christian  conviction  that  this  dream  was  ful- 
filled in  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  the  manifestation  of  God, 
the  highest  attainment  of  our  humanity,  the  Redeemer 
of  the  poor  and  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  Around 
this  conviction  there  have  been  built  our  holiest  aspira- 
tions, a  tender  and  solicitous  ethic,  a  kind  and  humane 
civilization. 

I 

Since  the  European  War  broke  out  there  has  grown  up 
a  popular  and  persistent  notion  that  it  is  largely  due  to 
a  new  conception  of  the  superman  put  forth  by  the  philo- 
sopher Nietzsche — a  direct  contradiction  of  everything 
that  the  Hebrew  prophets  dreamed  and  Jesus  Christ  ful- 
filled ;  a  teacher  of  immoralism  ;  a  wise  but  canning 
schemer  for  the  overthrow  of  human  liberties  ;  a  man 
endowed  with  great  intellectual  power,  though  unrestrained 
by  any  ethical  considerations  or  regard  for  objective  truth, 
with  no  pity  for  the  poor  or  concern  for  the  suffering  ;  in 
fact,  a  sort  of  incarnation  of  the  Devil,  the  Antichrist  him- 
self. It  is  alleged  that  the  German  nation  has  become 
imbued  with  these  ideas,  that  the  land  which  gave  us  the 
austere  ethicism  of  Kant  and  the  lofty  idealism  of  Hegel 
has  gone  over  to  immoralism  and  materialism.  And  just 
as  the  Christian  view  of  things  is  not  satisfied  until  Christ 
has  begotten  a  new  race  of  mankind  filled  with  His  Spirit, 
so  the  idea  of  the  superman  is  no  longer  confined  to  its 
realization  in  one  individual,  but  we  are  to  look  for  a  race 
of  supermen.    Encouraged  by  a  new  philosophy  of  history- 
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and  state-politics  taught  by  Treitschke  and  others,  the 
German  people  have  come  to  believe  that  they  are  destined 
to  be  supreme  over  the  human  race,  because  of  their  finer 
qualities  of  endurance  and  perseverance,  and  above  all, 
because  of  their  keen  intellect  and  splendid  culture.  They 
look  down  upon  the  British  mind  as  constitutionally 
wedded  to  compromise  ;  they  see  in  our  addiction  to  sport 
the  signs  of  second  childhood,  in  our  aptitude  for  com- 
merce a  mere  shopkeeping  instinct ;  and  they  feel  that 
the  time  has  come  to  challenge  our  supremacy.  These 
ideals  have  been  embodied  in  the  organization  of  the 
whole  nation  for  military  ends,  and  university  professors 
have  supported  the  movement  on  intellectual  and  bio- 
logical grounds,  while  Christian  theologians  and  ministers 
of  churches  have  acquiesced  on  the  ground  of  political  and 
national  necessity. 

A  deliberate  policy  of  wresting  power  from  Britain  at 
a  favourable  opportunity  and  bringing  the  whole  of 
Europe  under  German  rule  has  been  worked  out  by 
Bernhardi  and  other  military  experts.  This  is  now  being 
carried  out  before  our  eyes  in  a  war  which  commenced  by 
a  confessed  act  of  wrong  in  treaty-breaking,  proceeds  by 
methods  of  barbaric  extermination  and  savage  outrage, 
and  now  menaces  the  existence  of  civilization  and  the 
hardly  won  freedom  of  humanity.  The  nations  of  Europe 
are  being  summoned  to  suppress  this  monster  of  mili- 
tarism. It  is  not  a  war  between  governments  ;  it  is  a  war 
of  civilization  against  barbarism,  of  right  against  im- 
moralism,  of  Christianity  against  materialism,  of  Galilee 
against  Corsica,  of  Christ  against  the  Devil.  It  is  a  tre- 
mendous war  between  absolutely  opposed  ideas. 

Now  how  far  is  this  a  true  description  of  things  ?  Can 
Europe  be  divided  into  two  camps  in  this  way — Russia, 
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France,  Belgium,  Servia,  Japan,  and  Britain  fighting  for 
Christ  and  civilization ;  Germany  and  Austria  fighting 
for  the  Devil  and  materialism  ?  A  moment's  thought  will 
compel  us  to  repudiate  the  idea  that  the  sheep  can  be 
divided  from  the  goats  quite  so  simply.  Without  attempt- 
ing the  impossible  task  of  apportioning  the  exact  measure 
of  guilt  attaching  to  each  nation  engaged  in  this  awful  con- 
flict, and  without  questioning  the  necessity  of  intervention 
by  our  own  country,  for  the  sake  of  a  pledged  word,  on 
behalf  of  Belgium  and  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  France, 
there  are  other  things  which  we  are  more  capable  of  discuss- 
ing and  which  it  is  our  immediate  moral  duty  to  remember. 

The  fact  is  that  the  doctrines  of  materialism  and  the 
trust  in  force  have  bitten  very  deeply  into  the  whole  of 
Europe.  For  some  decades  now  a  large  number  of  both 
the  intellectual  and  the  working  classes  of  the  whole 
civilized  world  have  been  drifting  away  from  faith  in  God, 
and  have  been  repudiating  Christianity  as  outworn. 
Thinkers  in  Germany  have  been  crying  out  for  a  new 
religion,  claiming  that  the  Reformation  did  not  go  1ialf  far 
enough,  protesting  that  their  ancestors  who  conquered 
Rome  should  never  have  adopted  the  servile  religion  of 
the  conquered,  and  crying  shame  on  Westerns  for  accept- 
ing a  religion  that  comes  from  the  dreamy  and  pessimistic 
East.  What  is  wanted  is  a  religion  more  fitted  to  the 
Western  world  and  the  modern  mind.  But  others  beside 
Germans  have  been  talking  this  way  for  a  long  time. 
Whole  sections  of  our  people  are  persuaded  that  what  we 
want  is  a  new  religion,  and  criticism  of  the  Christian  ethic 
is  as  open  and  as  radical  as  criticism  of  the  Christian 
doctrines.  It  is  very  questionable  how  far  Nietzsche  has 
a  following  in  Germany,  despite  the  declaration  that  every 
soldier  carries  a  volume  of  his  works  in  his  knapsack  ;  but 
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his  writings  have  been  successfully  published  in  English, 
and  he  is  not  without  followers  amongst  us.  It  may  be 
that  we  have  no  historian  of  the  standing  of  Treitschke 
who  proclaims  that  we  are  4  the  people  ' ;  but  we  need  none, 
for  we  all  believe  it,  and  our  popular  rhymesters  and  news- 
paper writers  see  that  we  do  not  forget  our  own  marvellous 
superiority.  The  truth  is  that  Europe  has  been  going 
radically  wrong ;  there  is  a  fever  in  her  blood.  It  is  almost 
accidental  that  it  should  be  in  Germany  that  the  worst 
symptoms  have  developed.  Those  who  have  studied 
other  products  of  German  thought  will  want  a  deeper 
account  of  matters  before  they  can  understand  why  the 
poison  in  the  blood  of  Europe  should  have  come  to  a  head 
in  Germany.  How  is  it  that  their  whole  people  are  as 
united  for  war  as  our  own  ?  We  know  that  the  Socialists 
poll  a  higher  percentage  of  votes  in  Germany  than  in  any 
other  country,  and  that  they  are  opposed  to  the  whole 
conception  of  militarism,  or  the  idea  that  one  nation 
should  dominate  all  others.  There  are  thousands  of 
students  and  thinkers  who  inherit  the  spirit  of  Kant  and 
Goethe.  The  Lutheran  Church  numbers  among  its 
members  men  and  women  of  the  deepest  piety.  The 
universities  have  theological  professors  who  accept  quite 
as  fully  as  our  own  the  vital  doctrines  of  Christianity,  and 
many  of  those  (perhaps  better  known  to  English  readers) 
who  cannot  accept  these  doctrines  reject  their  credal 
definition  rather  than  their  spirit.  The  recent  letter 
addressed  to  the  Evangelical  Christians  of  the  world,  and 
signed  by  men  whose  praise  is  in  all  the  Churches,  is 
inexplicably  silent  on  some  subjects,  and  seems  wofully 
ignorant  on  others,  but  its  sincerity  no  one  can  doubt. 

So  far  as  we  can  understand  the  situation,  it  is  a  com- 
bination of  circumstances  that  has  made  Germany  suddenly 
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the  enemy  of  Europe.  There  is  perhaps  something  in 
Teuton  blood,  something  in  the  German  intellect,  that 
has  always  been  capable  of  hardening  into  antagonisms  of 
a  particularly  unseeing  kind.  It  is  seen  in  some  aspects 
of  the  Reformation,  it  is  seen  in  the  ruthlessness  of  some 
of  their  scientific  and  theological  criticism,  it  is  seen  in  the 
materialistic  tendency  of  their  Marxian  Socialism  ;  but 
an  unfairly  weighted  ballot,  a  subsidized  press,  and  con- 
scription are  the  more  important  factors  in  the  immediate 
situation.  The  conservatism  of  the  Lutheran  Church  has 
lost  thousands  of  its  members  to  Monism  and  Socialism, 
with  the  confessed  result,  despite  better  elements  in  both 
those  systems,  of  leaving  the  mass  of  the  people  without 
idealism  of  any  kind,  almost  exclusively  interested  in  the 
material  and  mechanical  aspects  of  life  and  reform.  The 
victory  of  1870  has  fostered  national  pride  ;  the  military 
caste  has  climbed  into  power  and  popularity ;  the  Emperor 
is  able  to  rally  round  him  in  a  remarkable  way  both  the 
pietists  and  the  militarists  ;  and  the  widespread  fear  of 
Russia  has  cemented  the  nation  into  one  unitedf  whole, 
for  the  time  hushing  all  criticism  and  ending  all  disagree- 
ment. Eucken  and  Haeckel,  who  have  surely  never  been 
able  to  agree  on  a  single  point  before,  now  sign  the  same 
document  exculpating  their  own  country  from  the  blame 
of  this  war,  while  charging  England  with  the  grossest 
infidelity  and  alliance  with  barbarism. 

II 

The  real  war  is  therefore  a  war  against  pernicious  ideas, 
and  we  have  to  muster  against  them  all  the  force  of  right 
ideas.  And  the  war  can  be  waged  successfully  only 
from  within  every  country  where  the  wrong  idea  has  found 
a  stronghold. 
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The  great  task  before  the  peoples  of  Europe  will  be  to 
keep  this  same  class  and  temper  from  getting  into  power 
everywhere.  It  must  not  be  assumed  that  this  war,  cheer- 
fully undertaken  in  the  hope  that  it  will  end  war,  will, 
merely  as  a  natural  outcome  and  consequence,  do  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  It  is  just  as  likely  that  there  will 
emerge  in  every  country  a  further  call  for  military  pre- 
parations, now  that  confidence  in  treaties  has  been  broken, 
and  the  bitterness  engendered  by  the  War  may  make 
any  understanding  between  Germany  and  other  nations 
impossible  for  many  years.  It  will  be  open  for  lovers  of 
war  and  the  fire-eaters  everywhere  to  claim  that  the 
situation  was  saved  only  by  gigantic  preparations,  or  lost 
because  they  were  insufficient.  It  will  be  difficult  to  talk 
about  disarmament  when  it  is  believed  that  only  battle- 
ships and  armies  have  stood  between  us  and  destruction. 

All  the  nations  at  war  are  committed  to  the  policy  of 
fighting  to  a  finish,  and  apart  from  some  divine  inter- 
vention there  seems  nothing  else  to  do  :  we  are  all  now 
fighting  for  our  very  life  and  existence.  But  while  it  is 
recognized  that  this  is  mainly  a  war  of  ideas,  and  while  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  spiritual  issues  will  be  recognized 
and  will  lead  to  the  wholesale  conversion  of  the  allies  to 
a  deeper  appreciation  of  Christianity  and  a  humaner  con- 
ception of  civilization,  it  does  not  seem  to  be  recognized 
that  we  are  fighting  a  war  of  ideas  with  very  strange 
weapons  and  with  very  little  assurance  that  they  are 
fitted  for  their  task.  If  we  are  fighting  against  the 
monstrous  doctrine  that  might  is  right,  we  must  remember 
that  we  are  fighting  with  methods  which  appeal  to  might, 
and  which  therefore  tend  to  establish  the  very  doctrine 
that  we  seek  to  overthrow.  The  worship  of  force  cannot 
be  destroyed  by  force,  nor  Satan  cast  out  Satan.  Even 
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if  Germany  is  beaten  to  her  knees  by  what  are  practically 
the  combined  forces  of  Europe,  no  matter  what  terms  can 
be  extracted,  or  what  measures  are  taken  to  prevent  her 
ever  becoming  the  same  menace  again,  that  nation,  further 
embittered  by  humiliation,  may  only  begin  to  scheme 
afresh  for  the  realization  of  her  unfulfilled  aspirations. 
Martyrdom  has  the  unfortunate  effect  of  giving  new  in- 
spiration even  to  the  worst  ideas.  It  is  hardly  likely  that 
Germany  will  be  willing  to  sit  down  meekly  to  listen  to 
moral  lessons  from  the  nations  that  have  beaten  her.  If 
in  this  war  the  nation  which  has  been  inspired  by  a  wrong 
idea  were  absolutely  beaten,  that  defeat  would  not  destroy 
the  wrong  idea  ;  and  if  the  nation  which  has  been  motived 
by  a  right  idea  were  defeated,  that  would  not  kill  the 
right  idea.  Ideas  are  not  destroyed  in  this  way.  All  talk 
of  annihilation  is  futile,  nor  is  there  any  hope  that  what 
is  called  national  consciousness  can  ever  be  destroyed. 
Nothing  can  kill  a  wrong  idea  save  a  right  idea.  True 
ideals,  clear  thinking,  vigorous  expression  are  the  only 
weapons  available  for  that  campaign.  Nothingness  than 
the  conversion  of  Europe,  including  ourselves,  to  Christi- 
anity is  the  task  set  before  us,  and  there  is  no  guarantee 
that  the  appeal  to  war  is  going  to  make  that  task  any 
easier. 

Ill 

Then  how  is  this  campaign  for  the  right  idea  to  be  carried 
on  ?  There  will  have  to  be  a  special  enlistment  of  vigorous 
intellects.  It  is  not  enough  to  have  an  intuition  of  the 
right  idea  ;  it  must  be  presented  to  men  as  intellectually 
sound  and  practicable.  Here  has  been  the  great  failure 
of  our  English  Christianity.  Extraordinarily  right  in 
instinct,  it  has  been  extraordinarily  muddled  in  intellect. 
Measured  against  the  exposition  of  Christianity  that  pre- 

10 


THE  REAL  WAR 


dominates  in  Germany  the  English  conception  may  be 
nearer  to  vital  realities,  but  not  for  one  moment  can  we 
compare  with  Germany  in  thoroughness  of  research, 
patience  of  investigation,  and  fearless  application  of  con- 
sequences. Intuition  ought  to  push  intellect  into  action ; 
where  intuition  alone  is  relied  upon  it  only  means  the 
disorganization  of  the  mental  life,  and  the  loss  of  energy 
through  pure  laziness.  We  ought  to  recognize  that  there 
is  a  moral  obligation  to  be  intelligent.  Our  churches  ought 
to  have  been  centres,  not  of  exhortation  only,  but  of 
education,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  have  been 
nothing  of  the  kind.  We  have  suffered  from  a  positive 
dread  of  intellect,  and  we  have  been  hampered  by  a  wide- 
spread unwillingness  to  think. 

This  neglect  has  naturally  acquiesced  in  a  lack  of  infor- 
mation. We  have  committed  ourselves  to  a  peace  propa- 
ganda without  being  aware  of  all  the  facts,  and  without 
knowing  that  the  whole  condition  of  European  diplo- 
macy and  international  policy  was  committed  to  something 
moving  inevitably  against  us.  We  have  been  willing  to 
dream  of  better  conditions  while  some  one  has  been  tying 
our  hands.  Little  enough  has  been  known  of  economic 
conditions,  but  even  less  about  international  politics,  and 
we  have  imagined  that  we  could  redeem  the  world  by 
merely  wishing  that  things  were  different. 

The  Christian  ethic  has  not  been  thought  out  to  its 
ultimate  issues.  The  worship  of  Christ  has  been  en- 
couraged and  almost  enforced,  but  what  exactly  is  entailed 
in  worshipping  Christ  even  Christian  people  seem  hardly 
to  know.  For  all  the  efficiency  it  has  given  us,  and  for 
all  the  challenge  it  has  enabled  us  to  throw  down  to  the 
world,  we  might  almost  as  well  have  worshipped  a  blank 
idea.    Therefore  there  has  often  been  more  ethical  keen- 
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ness  in  those  who  were  in  honest  if  misguided  rebellion 
against  Christ  ;  for  they  were  compelled  to  think  out  an 
ethic  of  their  own.  Even  where  Christian  ethics  have  been 
investigated  and  studied  they  have  often  been  reduced 
by  a  process  of  compromise  and  qualification,  savouring 
almost  of  dishonesty,  to  a  most  uninspiring  acquiescence 
in  merely  conventional  morality  and  in  the  prevailing 
social  order.  We  have  been  far  too  anxious  to  prove  that 
there  was  nothing  extreme,  or  even  adventurous,  about 
Christ  and  His  teaching.  The  preaching  of  the  Cross  has 
fastened  upon  its  substitutionary  aspect  ;  thus  the  issue 
that  it  presented  to  Jesus  and  the  faith  in  which  He  chose 
the  Cross  remain  unrealized.  If  it  were  once  understood 
what  following  Christ's  way  really  implies,  there  would 
almost  certainly  be  a  great  transference  of  allegiance  ; 
some  of  us  would  find  that  we  did  not  believe  in  Christ 
at  all,  and  others  would  find  that  they  really  did  when 
they  had  thought  quite  otherwise. 

But  this  new  idea  will  also  need  to  be  expressed  in  a 
new  type  of  character.  It  was  the  deficiency  of  fhe  past  in 
this  direction  that  gave  cause  for  the  Nietzschean  revolt. 
There  is  a  good  deal  of  disagreement  as  to  what  Metzsche 
really  stood  for.  Despite  his  undisguised  contempt  for 
Christianity  and  his  determination  to  set  up  a  religion 
that  should  be  entirely  contrary  to  Christ,  it  is  question- 
able whether  in  many  things  he  did  not  come  very  near  to 
expressing,  if  in  paradoxical  and  unrecognized  form,  some 
of  the  very  essentials  of  Christianity.  The  perversity  of 
his  philosophy  is  directly  traceable,  not  to  mere  devilism, 
nor  to  a  worship  of  German  culture  (which  he  really 
despised),  nor  perhaps  even  to  a  belief  in  force  conceived  as 
a  material  thing,  but  rather  to  a  violent  and  unrestrained 
reaction  from  the  caricature  of  Christianity  that  flourished 
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in  the  pietistic  circles  in  which  he  was  brought  up.  Both 
world  and  Church  seem  to  have  come  to  a  grave  mis- 
understanding of  what  the  Christian  virtues  of  meekness, 
love,  penitence,  and  humility  really  mean.  As  used  and 
exemplified  by  Christ  they  do  not  mean  keeping  out  of 
trouble,  minding  your  own  business,  or  consoling  yourself 
with  the  SAveetness  of  contrition.  His  doctrine  of  non- 
resistance  did  not  mean  letting  evil  go  unchallenged. 
The  attitude  of  Christ  led  Him  to  storm  the  fortress  of  evil 
with  nothing  but  the  truth  on  His  side,  to  place  Himself 
athwart  the  forces  of  evil  without  protection  or  means  of 
defence,  sure  in  the  triumph  of  spiritual  powers  and  care- 
less of  what  happened  to  Him.  In  short  it  was  just  a 
glorious  example  of  Nietzsche's  axiom, '  Live  dangerously.' 
Christ's  attitude  is  a  sublime  expression  of  courage  and 
heroic  adventure  ;  He  is  willing  to  feel  deeply,  and  to  feel 
all ;  to  bear  sin  that  He  may  take  it  away ;  to  engage  the 
total  forces  of  pride  and  power  with  humility  and  meek- 
ness ;  to  impress  Himself  upon  the  world  for  all  time 
without  self-assertion  and  by  no  other  means  than  that 
of  unarmed  and  unaided  love.  The  world-powers  of  His 
day  recognized  that  this  attitude  was  utterly  dangerous, 
that  it  meant  the  entire  dissolution  of  the  things  men 
trusted  in — expediency,  prestige,  coercion,  wealth  ;  and 
they  were  so  impressed  with  the  menace  of  Christ  that  at 
any  risk  He  had  to  be  swept  out  of  existence. 

For  us  to-day  the  Christian  spirit  has  to  be  re-expressed 
in  its  abandon,  adventure,  and  divine  carelessness.  We 
must  find  how  to  be  poor  and  gay,  to  care  for  neither  pain 
nor  death,  to  find  strength  in  becoming  absolutely  purged 
of  self-concern  or  self-pity,  to  humble  ourselves  before 
God  in  order  that  we  may  become  utterly  fearless  of  what 
man  can  do.    Our  belief  in  God  must  be  capable  of 
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dispensing  with  signs  or  rewards.  We  must  be  able  to 
challenge  the  whole  existing  order  of  things,  and  to  be 
confident,  even  if  all  our  hopes  go  down  in  tragedy,  that 
the  future  holds  the  victory.  Only  out  of  such  a  spirit 
will  there  be  born  methods  and  means  with  the  daring, 
the  idealism,  and  the  dramatic  venture  necessary  to  save 
the  world. 

But  the  true  idea  must  not  only  be  expounded  and 
defended.  It  must  be  embodied  in  an  organization. 
There  is  surely  a  partial  embodiment  of  this  idea  in  the 
British  Empire  itself.  Unfortunately  the  creative  idea 
and  the  spiritual  bond  which  make  the  Empire  what  it  is 
have  been  largely  overlooked  both  by  us  and  by  its  envious 
enemies.  We  have  only  recently  discovered  that  we  have 
an  Empire,  and  the  discovery  has  been  announced  with 
a  tremendous  outburst  of  flag-wagging  and  speech-making. 
The  very  word  £  Empire  '  has  led  superficial  people  astray. 
Its  greatness  is  conceived  to  be  identical  with  its  geo- 
graphical extent,  its  constitution  akin  to  the  Empires  of 
the  ancient  world ;  but  no  one  ever  set  out  to  ^>uild  this 
Empire  of  ours,  and  as  for  a  constitution,  it  does  not 
possess  one.  It  grew  quite  naturally,  and  it  is  a  dimly 
apprehended  idea  and  a  great  sentiment  that  keep  it 
together.  The  British  Empire  is  the  partial  realization  of 
a  confederation  of  self-governing  countries  linked  together 
partly  by  language,  partly  by  gratitude,  and  partly  by 
sentiment.  There  have  been  thinkers  and  statesmen  who, 
waking  up  rather  suddenly  to  its  excellences,  want  to 
make  the  Empire  a  more  visible  unity,  and  to  extend  it  by 
force  or  other  schemes  of  conquest  or  annexation.  But 
we  have  to  learn  that  the  day  for  that  kind  of  Empire  is 
long  past.  Nations  will  never  be  ruled  against  their  will, 
nor  will  they  allow  an  alien  culture  to  be  imposed  upon 
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them,  even  though  the  rule  is  good  for  them  and  the  culture 
is  better  than  their  own.  But  there  is  something  in  the 
British  ideals  of  justice  and  freedom  which  makes  the  man 
who  goes  out  from  our  shores  remain  in  feeling  and  tongue 
always  British.  The  rally  of  our  over-seas  dominions  to 
our  help  at  this  time,  without  compulsion  or  even  obliga- 
tion, ought  to  show  what  it  is  that  constitutes  our  Empire. 
Germany  has  failed  to  recognize  what  was  the  origin  and 
what  is  the  inspiration  of  this  Empire  of  which  she  has 
allowed  herself  to  grow  envious ;  she  has  suffered  herself 
to  be  misled  so  deeply  that  it  has  brought  upon  her  an 
unparalleled  national  tragedy.  Germany  has  possessed 
an  Empire,  unrivalled  since  that  of  Greece — an  Empire 
of  thought  and  idealism  whose  sway  has  extended  over 
the  whole  thinking  world  ;  and  now,  like  Greece  before 
her,  she  has  been  tempted  to  barter  away  this  reality  for 
an  absolute  delusion.  For  years  to  come  the  very  word 
'  culture  '  will  be  repellent,  and  German  ideas  and  German 
thought  will  awaken  only  suspicion  and  prejudice.  A 
nobler  idea  of  Empire  founded  on  the  more  clearly  dis- 
cerned facts  of  our  national  experience  and  inspired  by 
a  still  stronger  faith  in  the  sentiment  that  holds  us  together 
must  be  realized  amongst  us. 

There  must  also  be  a  world-wide  Empire  of  Christian 
Faith  and  Brotherhood.  The  failure  of  the  old  Catholic 
ideal  of  a  Church  organized  on  military  lines,  and  with 
a  uniformity  enforced  upon  all,  is  as  much  out  of  date 
as  the  old  conception  of  an  Empire.  Unfortunately  the 
cause  of  its  failure  was  not  understood,  and  when  the 
Catholic  Church  of  Europe  collapsed,  we  fell  back  on 
National  Churches,  which,  in  time  of  war  especially,  turn 
to  national  rather  than  to  Christian  ideals.  The  old 
Catholicism  is  dead  ;  but  Protestantism  is  equally  dead, 
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for  it  has  been  unable  to  prevent  the  two  greatest  Protes- 
tant nations  from  going  to  war  with  one  another.  The 
Church  of  Christ  must  therefore  seek  out  some  new  form 
of  international  organization,  governed  wholly  by  Christ, 
open  to  guidance  by  the  Spirit,  and  relying  on  nothing  but 
the  power  of  God.  Such  a  Church,  if  wholly  committed 
to  Christ,  could  probably  wreck  any  proposals  of  war 
between  Christian  nations.  But  something  more  adven- 
turous than  protests  against  war  or  proposals  for  dis- 
armament may  have  to  be  undertaken .  The  Church  will 
have  to  make  it  clear  that  she  is  prepared  to  dispense  with 
the  protection  of  force  altogether,  and  she  may  perhaps 
have  to  stand  apart  from  any  State  that  appeals  to  force. 
If  even  then  the  nations  determined  upon  war,  the  Church 
ought  to  be  ready  to  mobilize  her  armies,  and  if  needs  be, 
show  herself  willing  to  perish  on  the  battlefield  before  the 
hostile  armies  can  reach  one  another.  The  good  soldier 
of  Jesus  Christ  must  be  prepared  to  pay  the  same  price 
as  the  good  soldier  of  the  State.  Some  act  on  the^plane  of 
actualities  analogous  to  that  in  which  Christ  laid  down 
His  life  for  the  world  must  be  taken  by  the  Church, 
or  by  some  section  or  order  within  the  Church,  before  the 
world  can  be  finally  saved  from  war. 
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